
 
Todd Arndorfer 

Liberty Board of Directors Candidate 

Statement of Educational Philosophy 

March 12, 2020 

 
In December I had the pleasure of sitting in on a full day of classes at Liberty.  I started in Dr. Lock’s 

Introduction to Engineering and finished the day in Mr. Tullius’ British Literature.  The students in 

Dr. Lock’s class were experimenting with different wind turbine blade configurations to maximize 

power output while later with Mr. Tullius they were discussing a section of Milton's Paradise Lost, 

digging into the meaning of specific phrases and words as well as the images that Milton was trying 

to paint.  The great contrast between some of the same students in 1st period doing real engineering 

in Lock's class and then having these in depth literature discussions in Tullius’ 8th period class further 

stoked my passion for the great education that Liberty provides because of the breadth of its 

curriculum and its outstanding teachers.  The beauty of these scenes is possible only because of the 

educational philosophy adopted by and school created through the vision and persistence of our 

founders. 

 

My educational philosophy is closely aligned with theirs.  I believe that a great education like that 

provided by Liberty should be accessible to all children through parental school choice.  It should 

be content rich and fact-based using the core knowledge sequence and classical curricula.  It must 

also include character and values education to enable students to thrive at school, future work and 

life.  Students must take an active role in their education for continual learning and growth while 

being challenged and encouraged to improve and excel.  Parents must also be actively involved both 

in supporting the school and their children’s learning.  The decisions about how best to execute the 

school’s mission should be directed by parents via the school’s board and implemented by the 

administration and teaching staff.  The freedom to hire content experts as teachers, mentor them and 

pay based on their performance is key to educating our students in the best way possible.   

 

Let me expand on the facets of my educational philosophy that I feel most strongly about.  First, 

character education is one of the two pillars upon which education must be built.  As discussed in 

the book Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right from Wrong, formation of moral values in our children is 

critical to their development as a person, education and future success.  A culture that neglects to 

cultivate good habits will soon find itself prisoner to bad habits.  We must continue to reinforce and 



build on the morals our children receive at home via the foundational virtues of our grade school 

and the capstone virtues of the upper school.  Parents and teachers must clearly communicate and 

model these virtues, otherwise children will often be inclined to make the wrong choices.  If a child 

exhibits poor behavior or makes a mistake, we should make it clear to them what would have been 

right and ensure they understand and reflect on which virtue would have best avoided the situation.  

As character builds in our children, it enhances their ability to learn and apply that knowledge.  

 

The second pillar of education is content rich fact based knowledge.  Children must first be taught 

reading, writing, math, history and science.  Students learn more effectively when new information 

is related to what they already know.  The core knowledge sequence leverages these two truths by 

clearly defining what facts are important to learn at each grade level and then systematically building 

on what was previously learned as students advance.  Core knowledge then serves as the basis upon 

which to layer a classical curriculum at the high school.  Classical education is defined by 

Christopher Perrin of Classical Academic Press as “education rooted in western civilization and 

culture, employing the historic curriculum and pedagogy of the seven liberal arts in order to cultivate 

men and women characterized by wisdom, virtue and elegance”.  In addition as Mr. Hultin shared 

at last fall’s Junto event, extensive reading opens one’s mind to ideas and experiences you otherwise 

may never encounter.  As students accumulate this knowledge, they can begin deeper understanding 

which eventually leads to higher order thinking and reasoning.  Once reaching this level, they will 

continue to grow and can then become valuable contributing members of society. 

 

Teachers are the third aspect and probably the most important part of success once the character 

education and curriculum pieces are in place.  Teachers are truly the heart of Liberty.  Having the 

flexibility to hire content experts with the ability to impart Liberty’s specific curriculum knowledge 

to our students is vital.  Beyond that, as my opening example shows, great teachers inspire and 

encourage high order thought once sufficient knowledge has been learned.  I believe that teachers 

should be treated as professionals, meaning having the flexibility to teach in their way within the 

school’s curriculum and education philosophy.  They should be evaluated periodically, mentored 

when appropriate and rewarded based on specific performance measures – not just student test 

scores.  I wholeheartedly support the Board’s drive to shift a higher percentage of Liberty’s spending 

toward teacher salaries and instructional cost. 

 

Parents are the fourth aspect of my educational philosophy that I feel are very important.  Each of 

us as parents has chosen Liberty because we feel it is the best school to educate our children.  For 



our school and kids to truly succeed, parents must be involved.  For me, it means asking our son 

Francesco during dinner what he learned and what experiences he had at school that day to impress 

upon him the importance we place in education.  It means checking his grades weekly and nudging 

him when underperforming in a subject or reaching out to a teacher to better understand where he 

needs to focus.  For me, it also means reading the weekly Common Sense and attending Liberty 

Board meetings as often as possible to understand the direction our leaders are taking our school and 

the opportunities and challenges we face.  Both of these have helped me identify ways that I can 

contribute to the school, such as founding and running the Liberty WatchDOGs program, coaching 

Lego Robotics teams or simply attending an event to connect with other parents and support the 

school.  In any case, I would encourage you to be involved with Liberty to the extent you are able.  

We all have obvious and hidden talents that can be helpful. 

 

Liberty’s founders developed this great school based on extensive research to assemble this 

educational philosophy that I share and respect.  It has provided an outstanding education for 

hundreds of students over the past 23 years.  The role of the Board is to ensure this success continues 

while making improvements where possible yet staying true to their original mission and vision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 


